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Abstract
In this study, the problem is as followed: “What are the students’ ability in using
preposition at first semester students of NHU Pematangsiantar?. The purpose is found out
the students’ ability in using Preposition at first semester students of NHU
Pematangsiantar. In solving the problem, the writer intended using the theories of:
Setiyadi (2006), Izzan (2007), Thomson and Martinet (1986), Arikunto (2010), Barnes and
Noble (1947), Aarts (2001), Creswell (1994), Frank (1972), Finocciaro (1973), Quirk and
Greenbaum (1973), Lado (1960), Sapir (1921). The scope of the research is the students’
ability in using preposition at first semester students of NHU Pematangsiantar. The writer
analyzed the students’ ability in using prepositional phrase. In getting the data the writer
used multiple choice tests. It is used as the instrument of collecting the data. The writer
found out in general that the score of the students who are able in using Preposition is
80% or 24 students and who are unable in using Preposition is 20% or 6 students. The
writer found out the mean of pre-test is 55.26 and the mean of post-test is 74.96. Finally,
the writer concluded that all the students should prepare themselves before learning and
masters prepositions as the material.
Keywords: Ability, Preposition, Preposition Phrase
INTRODUCTION
Backgroud of Research
Language is a sound that used as a
means of communication and all human
have language. It sounds obvious. This
statement means that the sounds of
language have privacy over the
representation in writing. When we hear
someone speaks, we hear a torrent of
sound uttered. In which we may
differenciate words and group of words
that make sense. Each word can be
different in meaning since the placement
or the usage is different, for instance

when the speaker and the writer put
them in positive,
negative, or
interrogative sentence or to indefinite
plurality or singularity. Language is
intimately tied to man’s feeling and
activity. It is bounded up with
nationality, religion, and the feeling of
self. Everyone uses it for working,
worshiping, and playing, whether he is a
beggar, a banker, savage or civilized.
Language is everyday spoken. The
utterance of the average person is in
normal speed. It seems that language is
what people speak not what people
write. This assumption may be a
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response to how people used to study a
foreign language (Lado1960:11). Every
speaker uses a language in a slightly
different manner. Language learners are
not forced to speak in the same manner,
they are allowed to speak the foreign
language in different ways as long as
they can communicate the language.
When a person speaks, he produces
vocal noises that are associated by
cultural tradition with meanings. A
listener from the same language
community hears these noises and
understands the meanings (Setiyadi,
2006:58).
Everyone already knows a lot about
grammar and uses it correctly most of
the time. Whenever we read, write,
speak, or listen we are using our
knowledge of grammar. How did we
learn it? When we were learning to talk,
we learned the names of things, the
different forms of a word and we learned
how to put them into sentences in the
right order. So we understood and got
what we wanted. To some people
grammar means the study of correct
English. To other it means that the
definition and identification of part of
speech. Grammar deals with the rules
for combining words into larger units.
The largest unit that is described in
grammar is normally the sentence.
Grammar is the central component of
language. It mediates the system of
sounds or written symbols and the
system of meaning. Dictionaries define
grammar as the rule and explanation
which deal with the form and structure
of words (morphology),
their
arrangement in phrases and sentences
(syntax) and their classification based on

their function called as parts of speech.
Part of speech is known as the system of
classifying words based on their
function. The main grammatically
divisions of a sentence are therefore the
subject and the predicate. The sentence
may be further divided according to the
function of each word that has in the
subject-predicate relationship. Each of
the function is classified as a different
part of speech. The words that form the
central core of the sentence which all
the other words “cluster” are the parts
of speech known as noun (or pronoun)
and verb; the words that modify the
central core words are part of speech
called adjectives and adverbs; the words
that show a particular kind of connecting
relationship between these parts of
speech are called prepositions and
conjunctions ( Frank, 1972:1).
Parts of speech are words that divided
into different kinds or classes. Parts of
speech are divided into eight numbers
such as noun, adjective, verb, adverb,
pronoun, preposition, conjunction and
interjection. Learning about the eight
parts of speech will help us to
understand the grammar explanations of
some mistakes that we make and figure
out how to correct them. a) Noun is the
name of a living being or lifeless thing,
b)adjective is a word which is used to
qualify a noun or pronoun, c)pronoun is
a word that takes the places of a noun or
a word that is used instead of a noun,
d)verb is a word that is used to describe
an action, state, or occurrence, and
forming the main part of the predicate of
a sentence, e)adverb is the word which
is used for qualifying the meaning of a
verb, and adjective or other adverbs,
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f)preposition is the word which is placed
before noun or pronoun to show its
relationship to some other words in a
sentence, g)conjunction is the word
which is used to join one word to
another word, or one sentence to
another sentence, and h)interjection is
the word which is put into a sentence to
express a sudden feeling or emotion. In
this case, the writer talks about
preposition. A preposition is classified as
a part of speech in grammar. It denotes
the relationship to some other words in
a sentence which are placed before a
noun or a pronoun. In the most general
terms, a preposition expresses a relation
between two entities, one being that
represented by the prepositional
complement. From the various types of
relation meaning, place and time are the
most prominent and easy to be
identified. Other relationships such as
instrument and cause may also be
recognized, although it is difficult to
describe
prepositional
meanings
systematically in terms of such labels.
Some prepositional uses may be best
elucidated by seeing a preposition as
related to a clause (Quirk and
Greenbaum, 1973:143).
Preposition plays a conspicuous role in
the development of language. Some
preposition, however are in certain
grammatical relations perfectly rigid, and
cannot be replaced by others with the
same or similar meaning. They have
often lost a good deal of their original
concrete meaning and are no longer felt
as preposition. Prepositions are words
normally placed before nouns or
pronouns (Thomson and Martinet,
1986:91). The students have two main

problems with prepositions. He has to
know whether in any construction a
preposition is required or not and which
preposition is used when one is required.
The word class of preposition cannot be
easy defined by making reference to
formal characteristic, that prepositions
do not have typical endings like the parts
of speech. At most we can say that
preposition tends to be very short, often
consisting of only two or three letters.
Here are a few examples : at, behind,
beside, by, for, in, like, of, on, through,
under, with, without, etc. From the point
of few meaning, it can be said that
preposition often denotes a relationship
of some sort between two entities. For
example, in a simple sentence like: The
book is on the table. The preposition
signals a spatial relationship between the
book and its location, which is denoted
in the sentence. However, preposition
as well as conjunction is different from
other parts of speech in that (1) it is
composed of a small class of words that
has no formal characteristic endings; (2)
each signals of syntactic structure
functions as one of other parts of
speech. For these reason, modern
linguists prefer to classify prepositions as
structure words rather than as parts of
speech. A preposition signals that a noun
or a noun structure follows it. The
preposition plus noun combination
constitutes a prepositional phrase. A
prepositional phrase may function as an
adverb, adjective or noun. A highly
detailed classification of all prepositions
would be fruitless in text on grammar,
since such a classification would have to
include many items that more properly
belong in the lexicon of the language
than in the grammar of the language.
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However the writer realized that some
students still find difficulty in using
preposition. The ability of the students in
using preposition analyzed by getting the
data at first semester students of NHU
Pematangsiantar. The study on the
students’ ability in using prepositional
phrase is important to get a prior
knowledge in the students’ level of
English mastery. The problem of
research in this study is formulated
“What is the students’ ability in using
prepositions at first semester students of
NHU Pematangsiantar?”. The purpose of
this study is found out the students’
ability in using preposition.
There are several view points to analyze
the prepositional phrase (Marcella Frank,
1972:163). They are : (1). The meaning of
prepositional phrase, (2). Types of
prepositional phrase, and (3). Function of
prepositional phrase. This research
explained about the meaning of
preposition,
the
meaning
of
prepositional phrase, and types and
function of prepositional phrase. And
this study improved the teachers’
knowledge in improving the way of
teaching in order that the students
understand the lesson and for other
researchers who wanted to have a
further study about this case.
LITERATURE REVIEW
Preposition
Preposition is the word which is placed
before noun or pronoun to show its
relationship to some other words in a
sentence (Izzan, 2005:2). According to
Thomson and Martinet (1986:91),
Preposition normally precedes noun or

pronoun. In the construction, it is
possible in informal English to move the
preposition to the end of the sentence:
1. In question which begins with a
preposition
+
whom/which/what/whose/where.
Example :
1) To whom were you talking?
(Formal)
2) Who were you talking to?
(Informal)
3) In which drawer does he keep it?
(Formal)
4) Which drawer does he keep it in?
(Informal)
It used to be thought ungrammatical to
end a sentence with a preposition.
A
preposition
placed
before
whom/which can be moved to the end of
the clause. Example :
1) The people with whom I was
traveling (formal)
2) The people I was travelling with
(informal)
3) The company from which I hire
my TV set (formal)
4) The company I hire my TV set
from (informal)
Preposition is always followed by a noun
or pronoun. They connect words that
show the relationship between the noun
following them and one of the basic
sentence elements: subject, verb, object
or complement. They usually indicate
relationship, such as position, place,
direction,
time,
manner,
agent,
possession and condition between their
object and other part of the sentence.
Prepositional phrases usually provide
information asked by question wordswhat, who, where, when, why, how. A
4
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problem that is used to this position is
always objective pronoun- me, you, him,
her, us, them and it. The preposition plus
its object called prepositional phrase. A
preposition
usually
initiates
the
prepositional phrase. However in certain
informal usages, the object of the
preposition may appear in initial position
in the clause, and the preposition in final
position.
Prepositional Phrase
According to Quirk and Greenbaum
(1973:143) prepositional phrase is
composed by a preposition and a noun.
It means that prepositional phrase
contains preposition and noun. For
example:
1) Visit my grandmother on Sunday
is something that we always do.
2) Go to Bali on holiday is a very
good idea.
3) Come back from the party after
midnight is not good.
A prepositional phrase consists of
a preposition followed by a preposition
complement, which is characteristically a
noun phrase or a wh-clause or V-ing
clause. Example:
1) At the bus-stop
2) From what he said
3) By signing a peace treat
Kinds of Prepositional Phrase
When prepositional phrase is placed in
the sentences, it conveys specific kind of
information to make it more clear. The
following list illustrates the use of
prepositional phrase that conveys the
specific kinds of information (Frank,
1972:164).
a. Time : on, at, in, after, before, during
Example:

1) I saw him on Saturday (on used
with a day of the week)
2) I saw you at five o’clock (at used
with a part of the day considered
as a point)
3) I will meet you in an hour (in
gives a quantity of time)
4) You will meet me after
Wednesday (the event follows
the time given in the after
phrase)
5) Take this medicine before your
meal time (the event precedes
the time given in the before
phrase)
6) During the winter, I think I will go
to Bali (during gives a block of
time)
b. Place position : in, on, at, over,
above, near, beside, between,
opposite
Example:
1) I put the sharpener in the drawer.
(in gives the area of something
enclosed)
2) Put the dishes on the table! (on
indicates
the
surface
of
something)
3) He is at school (at refers to a
general vicinity)
4) The plane flew over the
mountains (over is felt to be
generally higher than a point)
5) He lives on the floor above us
(above is felt to be directly higher
than a point)
6) Toni lives near the university
(near has the most general
meaning of neighboring a point)
7) He sat beside his wife during the
party (on one side of a person or
thing that has two sides)
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8) The man sat between his two
sons (on each side of person or
thing that has two sides)
9) The museum is just opposite the
post office (directly facing
someone or something else)
Direction : to-from, toward, around, as
far as
Example:
1) She always walks to school from
her house.
2) The pilgrims headed toward
Mico.
3) The ship sailed around the island.
4) We walk only as far as the old
schoolhouse. Then we will turn
back.
c. Purpose : for
Example:
Take this medicine for your
headache.
d. Possession : of
Example:
The songs of Celine Dion has
been much inspiring me in undergoing
my life.
e. Manner : with
Example:
He always does his homework
with great care.
f. Source : from
Example:
We get the money from the bank.
g. Material : of, from
Example:
1) This table is made of mahogany.
2) She made herself a dress from an
old lace curtain.
h. Separation : from, with
Example:
1) Two robbers escaped from the
prison last night.

i.

2) He is always reluctant to party
with his money.
Instrument : with
Example:
He cut the meat with a sharp
knife.

Preposition that are often Confused
Preposition in, on and at that
discussed previously, are probably the
most often confused English preposition
(Martinet and Thomson, 1986:99). Here
are some others:
a. above, over
Above refers to a place higher than a
certain point. Over refers to a place
directly above a certain point.
Example:
1) The temperature is well above
freezing.
2) He held an umbrella over his
head.
Over also means “more than” and “in
the course of” a period of time
1) He is over eighty years old.
2) Over the years, he has proven to
be a true friend.
b. below, under
Below refers to a place lower than a
certain point. Under refers to a place
directly below a certain point.
Example:
1) That valley is below the sea level.
2) His shoes are under the bed.
Under also means “less than” and
“under the supervision of”. Example:
1) The children in this class are
under six years of age.
2) She works under the managing
editor.
c. beneath, underneath
Beneath, underneath mean almost
the same thing in many uses.
6
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Generally, both of them indicate a
position lower than given point.
When we want to diverge meanings,
underneath
conveys
more
specifically the meaning of one
object being covered by another, and
beneath may be used in a figurative
sense. It may be useful to associate
underneath with under and beneath
with below.
Example:
1) Two hundred feets beneath the
surface of the earth, solid rock
was found.
2) The
shoes
were
found
underneath a pile of clothes in
the closet.
d. to, toward
To is used with verb of motion and
definite destinations. Toward means
“the general direction of smething”.
Example: Past is used with verbs of
motion to indicate approaching, then
passing by a certain points. Beyond
refers to a location further away than
some specified concrete or abstract
points.
Example:
1) We walked to the station.
2) All mosques face toward Mecca.
e. beside, besides
Beside means “next to”. Besides
means “in addition to”.
Example:
1) He is sitting beside his brother.
2) Two others who prizes besides
us.
f. in, into
In is used with locations or
conditions. Into is used with verbs
that show motion from one place or
state to another.
Example:

1) The child was in the pool. The
child jumped into the pool.
2) The patient was in coma. The
patient slipped into a coma.
g. past, beyond
1) The car went past the monument
at 10.00 p.m.
2) This fact is beyond my
imagination.
3) His generosity is beyond my
belief
h. between, among
Between refers to position in relation
to two person or things. Among
refers to position in relation to three
or more persons or things.
Example:
1) I want put the table between
those two windows.
2) I found your letter among my
school papers.
i. through, throughout
Through refers to motion first into
something. Throughout is used with
something that is distributed in every
part of something. Example:
1) Let’s walk through the park.
2) The news spread throughout the
country.
Function of Prepositional Phrase
Many prepositional phrases, like the
complex syntactic structures that will be
considered later, function on two levels.
One level is the purely physical
arrangement of prepositional phrases in
relation to head word. On this level we
find that some prepositional phrases
function as adjectival modifiers and
others as adverbial modifiers. The other
level is based on a deeper kind of
relationship-the relationship of elements
in a simple sentence, especially the
7
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subject and the complement. Some of
the adjectival prepositional phrases are
also involved in this function; the
nominals given below are involved only
in this function (Frank, 1972:178).
Nominal Function Of Prepositional
Phrases
 Prepositional Object
Many prepositions used after
verbs are not actually part of the verb
but are required before a noun can
follow the verb. Following the practice of
some traditional grammar, we are
referring to such prepositional phrases
that follow verb as “prepositional
object”. Sometimes it is difficult to
distinguish these verbs that take
prepositional object from nonseparable
two-part verbs. Both types of verb, for
example, require that the preposition
remain with the verb in passive and
verbal construction.
Example:
a. at
Laugh, look, etc
1) All the children were laughing
at the artics of the clown.
2) The mother looked at her
child tenderly.
b. of
Disapprove, consist, dispose, etc
1) The boy’s mother disapproves
of his late hours.
2) They finally disposed of all
the old rubbish in the attic.
3) Water consists of hydrogen
and o
c. for
Wait, hope, etc
1) I will wait for you until ten
o’clock.

2) We all hope for a better
world.
d. to
Listen, appeal, subscribe
1) Which radio programs do you
listen to?
2) Pearls always have appealed
to me.
3) I subscribe to several news
magazine.
e. with
Cooperate, dipense, cope, etc
1) I will cooperate with you
completely.
2) No one can dispense with
money altogether.
3) There are some problems
that children cannot cope
with.
f. from
Withdraw, suffer, emerge, etc
1) He withdrew from the club
after a quarrel with the
president.
2) She was suffering from a bad
cold.
3) Every once in a while we saw
the dolphin emerge from the
water.
g. between
Distinguish, discriminate, etc
1) Sometimes it is difficult to
distinguish between good and
evil.
2) We must learn to discriminate
between our friends and our
acquaintances.
Some of the preposition used
after the verbs given above are
modern
equivalents
of
inflectional endings once used
with the object of the verbs.
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Adjectival Function of Prepositional
Phrases
Many prepositional phrases in noun
phrases indicate a function in an original
subject-verb-complement core. The head
of the noun phrase is often a noun form
from a verb, either an abstract noun with
a derivational ending, or an-ing gerund.
The following prepositions introduce
phrases involved in the subject-verbcomplement core:
a. of
With the original subject in a
simple sentence (traditionally
called the subjective genitive).
Example: the recovery of his son
recovered from pneumonia.
From: his son recovered
from pneumonia
1) With the original direct object
in
a
simple
sentence
(traditionally
called
the
objective genitive).
Example: the recovery of the
money from the thieves.
From:
they
recovered the money
from the thieves.
2) After some nouns derived
from transitive verb, the
original direct object is used
with the preposition to or for
rather than of.
Example: our admiration for
the doctor.
From: we admired
the doctor.
b. about, with,etc.
With an original prepositional
object in a simple sentence.
Example: the president’s speech
about Hawaii
c. by

With the agent in a passive construction.
Example: many speeches by
Churchill are very eloquent.
From:all the books by
that author have become famous.
Adjectival prepositional phrases
may also function as simple
modifiers that express the kind of
semantic relationships listed
under types of preposition.
METHOD
Research Design
Research design is adopted to recognize
the nature of data which is needed in
this research. The data required in this
study are descriptive quantitative and
score exits in the form of numerical
concept. These data is expressed in the
language or mathematic and must
consequently
be
evaluated
and
interpreted by means of statistical
procedure. A survey design provides a
quantitative or numeric description of
some fraction of the population, the
sample of through the data collection
process of asking question people. This
data collection, in turn, enables a
researcher to generalize the findings
from a sample of responses to a
population
(Creswell,
1994:117).
Quantitative studies are those in which
the description of observation is ordinal
expressed in quantitative terms. In
addition quantitative is primarily
concerned with numbers rather than
names or labels that the writer used
number to measure the students’ ability.
Further this research employed a
descriptive design. The purpose is to
describe the students’ ability in using
prepositional phrase. Some of the
adjectival prepositional phrases are also
9
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involved in this function; the nominals
given below are involved only in this
function (Frank, 1972:178).
The Research Subject
The subject is first semester
students’ of NHU Pematangsiantar.
The Research Object
The object is the classroom
realities on grammar class on using
preposition at first semester students’ of
NHU Pematangsiantar.
The Instrument of Data Collection
In collecting the data, a test is used as
the instrument. The instrument of the
study is multiple choice tests. The
multiple choice test considered of 30
items with 4 options for each one. This
test is made by the lecturer. In scoring
the test, the writer used the score
ranging 0-100 by counting the correct
answer.
The Validity and the Reliability of the
Test
The Validity of the Test
There are some characteristic of a good
test. One of them is validity of the test. It
is the extent to which it measures and
what it is supposed to measure. In other
words, a test is said to be valid if it is
capable to measure what it intends to
measure. In this research, the writer
wanted knowing the students’ ability in
using prepositional phrase by identifying
and filling in the prepositional phrase in
sentence. This way of evaluating went
with the way the students did based on
their ability in comprehending English
Grammar material which they learnt
before. So, the writer applied the

formula recommended by Arikunto
(2010:2013) as the following:
NXY  XY
rxy 
2
2
X 2  X  NY 2  Y 
N
: Number of the students
X
: Score of the first test
Y
: Score of the Second test
r
: Total Number
The Level of Validity is as follow:
0,00-0,20= very low
0,20-0,40= low
0,40-0,60= fair
0,60-0,80= high
0,80-1,00= very high







The Reliability of the Test
Reliability means the stability of test
scores. The test can be said reliable if it
can show stable outcome. It means that,
if the test is repeated on different
occasions or by different people, the test
should not fluctuate too much. On the
other hand, if the outcomes of the test
tend to fluctuate too much, the test is
unreliable. So, to obtain the reliability of
the test, it is used the formula by Kuder
and Richardson. The formula is as
follows:
 k  M k  M  

1 
r 11  
kVt
 k 1 

r11
: Reliability
k
: The number of items in the test
m
: The means of the test scores
Vt
: Total variant
But other research experts to apply as
following:
0.00 – 0.20 = the reliability is low
0.21 – 0.40 = the reliability is significant
0.41 – 0.70 = the reliability is high
0.71 – above = the reliability is very high
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The Technique of Data Collection
Scoring the Test
In scoring the test, this study will
use score ranging from 0-100 by
counting the correct answer and
applying this formula:
R
S  x100
N
where :
S = score of the test
R = number of the correct
answer
N = number of question
Determining the Standard Ability
The standard ability is used as a criteria
to determine the level of the students’
ability in doing the test correctly. This
directly reflected the students’ mastery
in each learning unit used the KTSP
curriculum and instructional system of
developing procedures.
Technique of Data Analysis
This study applied quantitative data. The
quantitative data were used to analyze
the score of the students. The technique
of data analysis is collecting the data first
then analyzed it by commuting the score
of the test. Then, the writer interpreted
the data and finally found the ability of
the students in using prepostion.
Data Analysis and Result
Data analysis
The data for this study were obtained by
administrating a test of reference
identification. So, the data of this study is
a set of the score of the students’ ability
that was shown by their answer. The
presentation of the data can be found
and analyzed in the following table:

Table 1
The Students’ Scores in Pre-Test
No Name of the Students
Score
1 Agatha Olivia Putri
36
2 Sarah Aufah
60
3 Yosi Situmorang
30
4 Tio Lestari
63
5 Ari Pratama
33
6 Lusia Silaban
36
7 Novia Aryani
70
8 Agnes Nainggolan
56
9 Theresya Marcella
66
10 Ribka Hutasoit
56
11 Richard Panggabean
60
12 Lasmaria Sitinjak
60
13 Kasih Lestari Zega
70
14 Sintia Enrika
66
15 Deny Franseno
66
16 Reza Sanjaya
60
17 Gracia Simatupang
26
18 Cindy Sihombing
50
19 Suryani Sinaga
53
20 Helen Simanungkalit
23
21 Angela Sari Mutiara
36
22 Sepriyani Sagala
70
23 Cweeta Asty
70
24 Widya Tampubolon
76
25 Erika Sidabutar
80
26 Ronaldo Sinaga
90
27 Novita Sari Girsang
20
28 Yohana Purba
80
29 Febriana Napitupulu
53
30 Eny Natasha S
43
Total (∑X)
1658
mean 

X


1658
mean 
30
 55.26
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So, the mean of the pre-test is 55.26.
From the pre-test, the student who got
the low score from the test is Novita Sari
whose score is 20. And the student who
got the high score is Ronaldo Sinaga
whose score is 90. Based on Standard of
Curriculum, the standard score is 70, so
the mean of Pre-test is low.
Table 2
The Students’ Scores in Post-Test
No
Name of the
Score
Students
1 Agatha Olivia Putri
76
2 Sarah Aufah
80
3 Yosi Situmorang
70
4 Tio Lestari
76
5 Ari Pratama
63
6 Lusia Silaban
50
7 Novia Aryani
73
8 Agnes Nainggolan
76
9 Theresya Marcella
80
10 Ribka Hutasoit
80
11 Richard Panggabean
73
12 Lasmaria Sitinjak
76
13 Kasih Lestari Zega
83
14 Sintia Enrika
80
15 Deny Franseno
76
16 Reza Sanjaya
70
17 Gracia Simatupang
66
18 Cindy Sihombing
73
19 Suryani Sinaga
76
20 Helen Simanungkalit
70
21 Angela Sari Mutiara
66
22 Sepriyani Sagala
83
23 Cweeta Asty
83
24 Widya Tampubolon
86
25 Erika Sidabutar
90
26 Ronaldo Sinaga
93
27 Novita Sari Girsang
53
28 Yohana Purba
86
29 Febriana Napitupulu
76

30 Eny Natasha S
Total(∑Y)
Mean :
mean 

66
2249

Y


2249
mean 
30
 74.96
So, the mean of the Post-test is 74.96.
From the Post-test the student who got
the low score from the test is Novita
whose score is 53. And the student who
got the high score is Ronaldo whose
score is 93. From the mean of post-test
means that it has reach out the Standard
of Curriculum.

Table 3
N
o

Name of
the
Students

PreTest
(X)

1

Agatha
Olivia Putri
Sarah Aufah
Yosi
Situmorang
Tio Lestari
Ari Pratama
Lusia
Silaban
Novia
Aryani
Agnes
Nainggolan
Theresya
Marcella
Ribka
Hutasoit
Richard
Panggabea
n
Lasmaria
Sitinjak
Kasih

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

12
13

X

2

2

36

Post
Test
(Y)
76

Y

1296

5776

60
30

80
70

3600
900

6400
4900

33
56
36

63
76
50

1089
3136
1296

3969
6400
2500

70

73

4900

5329

56

76

3136

5776

66

80

4356

6400

56

80

3136

6400

60

73

3600

5329

60

76

3600

5776

70

83

4900

6889
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14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30

Lestari Zega
Sintia
Enrika
Deny
Franseno
Reza
Sanjaya
Gracia
Simatupang
Cindy
Sihombing
Suryani
Sinaga
Helen
Simanungk
alit
Angela Sari
Mutiara
Sepriyani
Sagala
Cweeta
Asty
Widya
Tampubolo
n
Erika
Sidabutar
Ronaldo
Sinaga
Novita Sari
Girsang
Yohana
Purba
Febriana
Napitupulu
Eny
Natasha S
Total

66

80

4356

6400

66

76

4356

5776

60

70

3600

4900

26

66

676

4356

50

73

2500

5329

53

76

2809

5776

23

70

529

4900

36

66

1296

4356

23

70

529

4900

70

83

4900

6889

76

86

5776

7396

80

90

6400

8100

90

93

8100

8649

20

53

400

2809

80

86

6400

7396

53

76

2809

5776

43

66

1849

4356

165
8

224
9

10143
4

17127
3

SD 

NX  X 
N N  1

SD 

30 101434  1658 
3030  1

3043020  2748964
3029 

SD 

3043020  2748964
870

SD 

294056
870

SD  337 .99

SD  18.38
So the standard Deviation of Pre-test is
18.38. This standard deviation used to
know the criteria of standard ability of
the students.
Standard Deviation of Post-test :
SD 

NY 2  Y 
N  N  1

2

SD 

30 171273  2249 
30 30  1

SD 

5138190  5058001
30 (29)

SD 

80189
870

2

SD  92.17

Standard Deviation of Pre-Test :
2

SD 

2

SD  9.60
2

So the Standard Deviation of Post-test is
9.60. This standard deviation used to
know the criteria of standard ability of
the students.
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Validity of the Test
No

Name of the
Students
Agatha Olivia Putri
Sarah Aufah
Yosi Situmorang
Tio Lestari
Ari Pratama
Lusia Silaban
Novia Aryani
Agnes Nainggolan
Theresya Marcella
Ribka Hutasoit
Richard Panggabean
Lasmaria Sitinjak
Kasih Lestari Zega
Sintia Enrika
Deny Franseno
Reza Sanjaya
Gracia Simatupang
Cindy Sihombing
Suryani Sinaga
Helen Simanungkalit
Angela Sari Mutiara
Sepriyani Sagala
Cweeta Asty
Widya Tampubolon
Erika Sidabutar
Ronaldo Sinaga
Novita Sari Girsang
Yohana Purba
Febriana Napitupulu
Eny Natasha S
Total

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

N  X
N
X

:
:

rxy
N  XY   X  Y
2

  X 

2

N  Y

2

Y
: Score of the Post- Test
r
: Total Number
Pre- Test Post- Test
X2
Y2
XY
The Level of Validity is as follow:
(X)
(Y)
0,00
– 0,20 = 5776
very low 2736
36
76
1296
0,20
– 0,40 = 6400
low
60
80
3600
4800
0,40900
– 0,60 = 4900
fair
30
70
2100
0,60
–
0,80
=
high
63
76
3969
5776
4788
0,80
–
1,00
=
very
high
33
63
1089
3969
2079
36
50
1296
2500
1800
70
73∑X = 16584900
5329
5110
∑Y
=
2249
56
76 2
3136
5776
4256
X
=
101434
66
802
4356
6400
5280
Y
=
171273
56
80
3136
6400
4480
60
73XY= 128587
3600
5329
4380
NXY 
(X )(4560
Y)
60
76
3600
5776
=
70
83
4900
6889
5810
NX 2  (X ) 2 }( NY 2  (Y ) 2
66
80
4356
6400
5280
=
66
76
4356
5776
5016
30  128587
 (1658 )(
2249 )
60
70
3600
4900
4200
26
66 {30  101434
676  (1658
4356
1716
) 2 }(30 
171273  (2249 ) 2 }
50
73
2500
5329
3650
53
76=
2809
5776
4028
23
70
529
1610
38576104900
 3728842
36
66
1296
4356
2376
{3043020  2748964 }{5138190  5058001
70
83
4900
6889
5810
70
83
4900
6889
5810
128768
76
86=
5776
7396
6536
 801898100
80
90 294056
6400
7200
128768
90
93=
8100
8649
8370
20
53 153557.99
400
2809
1060
=
0.83
80
86
6400
7396
6880
53
76
2809
5776
4028
test is 0.83
43
66So, the validity
1849 of the
4356
2838The test
is
valid
if
coefficient
corelation
between 1658
2249
101434 171273 128587
1,000 to 1,000. Since the coefficient of
the test is positive, it means that there is
=
parallelism between the Pre- Test and
Post- Test. So the test is valid.
2
  Y 



Number of the students
Score of the Pre- Test
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The Reliability of the Test
No

Name

1

Agatha Olivia
Putri
Sarah Aufah
Yosi
Situmorang
Tio Lestari
Ari Pratama
Lusia Silaban
Novia Aryani
Agnes
Nainggolan
Theresya
Marcella
Ribka
Hutasoit
Richard
Panggabean
Lasmaria
Sitinjak
Kasih Lestari
Zega
Sintia Enrika
Deny
Franseno
Reza Sanjaya
Gracia
Simatupang
Cindy
Sihombing
Suryani
Sinaga
Helen
Simanungkalit
Angela Sari
Mutiara
Sepriyani
Sagala
Cweeta Asty
Widya
Tampubolon
Erika
Sidabutar
Ronaldo
Sinaga
Novita
Sari
Girsang
Yohana Purba
Febriana
Napitupulu
Eny Natasha S
Total

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

 k   M k  M  
r11  
 1

kVt
 k  1  

 30   22.730  22.7  
 1 

112r11  
30  124.03 
 30  1  
128
 30   22.7  7.3 
 1 

108r11  
3720 .9 
 30  1  
130
 30   165 .71 
 1 

75 r11  
30

1

  3720 .9 
54
120
 30 
  1  0.053 
105r11  
 29 
143r11= 1.03 x0.947
r11= 0.97

Number
Odd(x)
7

X2
Even(y)
16

Y2

XY

49

256

8
9

16
12

64
81

256
144

10
15
6
12
15

13
5
9
10
7

100
225
36
144
225

169
25
81
100
49

11

13

121

169

14

10

196

100

12

11

144

121

132

10

13

100

169

130test

13

11

169

121

11
11

13
12

121
121

169
144

13
7

8
15

169
49

64
225

7

15

49

225

105

15

8

225

64

120

12

9

144

81

108

5

15

25

225

75

12

13

144

169

156

13
16

12
10

169
256

144
100

156
160

16

11

256

121

176

13

15

169

225

195

12

4

144

16

48

14
13

12
10

196
169

144
100

168
130

10
342

12
340

100
4160

144
4120

120
3721

140

So, the realibility of the test is 0.97. The
is realiable if coefficient corelation
143between -1,000 to 1,000. Since the
coefficient of the test is positive, it
143means that there is parallelism between
132
the Pre- Test and Post- Test. So the test
104is realiable.
105

Level Ability
High

Medium

Low

The Criteria
M+SD
55.26 + 18.38
73.64
M-SD
M+SD
55.26-18.38
55.26+18.38
36.88
73.64
M-SD
55.26-18.38
36.88
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Clasification of the Level of the
students’ Ability in Pre-test
Level of
Ability

The Criteria

Number of
Students

Percentage
(%)

High

More than
73.64

8

26.67 %

Median

Between
36.88-73.64

18

60%

Low

Less than
36.88

4

13.33%

Level of
Ability
High

Median

Low

High

More
than
84.56

4

13.33%

Medi
an

Betwe
en
65.3684.56

23

76.67%

Low

Less
than
65.36

3

10%

The Criteria
M+SD
74.96+9.60
84.56
M-SD
74.96-9.60
74.96+9.60
65.36
M-SD
74.96-9.60
65.36

M+SD

84.56

Clasification of the Level of the
students’ Ability in Post-test
Level
of
Abilit
y

ts

The
Criteri
a

Numb
er of
the
Studen

Percenta
ge (%)

Descriptive Statistics
The test consist of 30 items. Based on
Standard Curriculum for the students in
learning English is 70. So, the students
who got the score more than 70 are
categorized able in using preposition.
And who got less than 70 are categorized
unable in using preposition. Comparing
with the curriculum standard value, the
number of the students who got more
than 70 are 24 students from 30
students or
x 100% = 80%, it
means that 80% students were able in
using preposition. The students who got
less than 70 are 6 students from 30
students or
x 100% = 20%, it means
that 20% students were unable in using
preposition.
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Findings
After analyzed the data, the writer found
out as in the following below:
1. From the descriptive analysis, the
writer found out in general that
the score of the students who
were able in using preposition is
80% or 24 students and who
were unable in using preposition
is 20% or 6 students.
2. Based on the score, the writer
found out the mean of pre test is
55.26 and the standard Deviation
is 18.38
3. Based on the score, the writer
found out the mean of post test
is 74.96 and the Standard
Deviation is 9.60
4. The validity of the test is 0.83
5. The realibility of the test is 0.97
Discussion
Based on the score of the students, the
writer found out that the students were
able in using preposition are 24 students
from 30 students in that class. According
to Arikunto (2009: 250) students wished
master the test 75% so that the material
applying is good. And the writer also
found out that there are 6 students were
unable in using preposition. It can be
seen in the table below:
Unable Students
Numb Percenta
er
ge
6
20%

Able Students
Numb Percenta
er
ge
24
80%

So, the result of the students is good. It
means that the students’ ability in using
Preposition is satisfactory.

Interpretation
The main problem of this study is to
know the students’ ability in using
prepositions at first semester students of
NHU Pematangsiantar. The writer
discussed about the meaning of
preposition, prepositional phrase, kinds
of prepositional phrase and how to use it
in the sentences
According
to
Quirk
and
Greenbaum (1973:143) a preposition
phrase is composed of a preposition and
a noun. It means that prepositional
phrase contains of preposition and noun.
A prepositional phrase consists of a
preposition followed by a preposition
complement, which is characteristically a
noun phrase or a WH-clause or V-ing
clause. Many prepositional phrases, like
the complex syntactic structures that will
be considered later, function on two
levels. One level is the purely physical
arrangement of prepositional phrases in
relation to head word. On this level we
found that some prepositional phrases
function as adjectival modifiers and
others as adverbial modifiers. The other
level is based on a deeper kind of
relationship-the relationship of elements
in a simple sentence, especially the
subject and the complement. Some of
the adjectival prepositional phrases are
also involved in this function; the
nominals given below are involved only
in this function (Frank, 1972:178).
CONCLUSIONS
After doing this research and collecting
the data, the writer found out that 24
students (80%) were categorized able in
using preposition and there are 6
students (20%) were categorized unable
in using preposition. Finally, the writer
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concluded the research findings as
follows:
1. Both the Pre-test and Post-test
that the researcher has given to
the students are valid and reliable.
2. The mean of the Pre-test is 55.26
and the mean of the Post-test is
74.96
3. The validity of the test is 0.83 and
the reliability is 0.97
Suggestions
1. For the researcher, since the
research still lack of many things
and far from being perfect and
there are another factors that
influences students’ ability in
using preposition, the researcher
expects that there will be another
researchers who will investigate
to other factors relating to using
preposition in English sentences.
The researcher also hopes that the
research will be useful and can be
used as a reference to other who
will conduct and develop a similar
study.
2. The students are suggested to pay
attention to their study in English,
especially in using the preposition
of a sentence, in order to improve
their ability in comprehending the
material. By this research, the
students also should be aware of
their lower ability and try to
overcome their problems and
difficulties faced.
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